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January, 2012

A Message from the Editor

Buddhists everywhere take refuge in the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha. We believe that
the Three Jewels are equally important. To know Sangha is just as important as Buddha
and Dharma. Sangha is the ground where Buddhist teachings are refined in the human

world. Buddhism becomes lived experience in the Third Jewel.

This is a book of Sangha specially dedicated to the Korean Buddhist community in
North America. This is the first serious effort to bring together all groups representative

of Korean Buddhism run by Koreans and Americans here.

Since Korean Buddhism became established in North America, it has served Korean
immigrant community as spiritual and cultural shelter. Eminent teachers and masters
from Korea have also transmitted Dharma to Western students. They opened a number
of Buddhist centers across the country and they have been run by their Western
students. These centers are very important in the Korean community. We have compiled
a list of these English speaking centers for this directory, too. This is the first resource to

include these two streams of Korean Buddhism in North America.

Buddha taught that everything in the universe is interconnected. That Sangha book
exemplifies this truth. We are all connected as disciples of the Enlightened Ones.
Although the present book is dedicated to the Korean Buddhist tradition, we do not
intend to limit the boundaries of our interconnectedness to one cultural tradition in the
future. This is only the beginning of a bigger project. We will explore all North American
Buddhist communities in the next issue. We would like to include all the Buddhist
groups who want to share their practice with the world. May this book of networking
resource lead to more familiarity and friendships among diverse American sangha

organizations. May this wonderful land become a Buddhist paradise.

Jong Kweon Yi

Editor, The Sangha Book of Korean Buddhism




